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Edison's X-ray apparatus on the occasion
of an exhibition in New York in May 1896

Part 1:
First reactions in 1896

On Friday night, 8th Novemnber 1895, the
physician Wilhelm Conrad Réntgen from
Wilrzburg discovered a new type of radiation
while doing tests with cathode ray tubes. Within
just six weeks of intensive research, he suc-
ceeded in exploring the essential characteristics
of the X-rays — or "R6ntgen rays” as they were
named after him later on.

On Saturday, 28th December, Réntgen
handed over his manuscript to the secretary of
the physical-medical society in Wirzburg —

Mr. Lehmann - saying: “MNow, all hell
can break loose.” And all hell broke
loose. Three days later, Rontgen re-
ceived the special prints which he
sent to his colleagues together with
New Year’s greetings and nine pho-
tographs. Among his colleagues
were the physicians Kohlrausch,
Lummer, Kelvin, Schuster, Voller,
Warburg, Exner, Poincaré, Stokes, Michelson,
Boltzmann.
Many scientists, like the physician Otto
Lummer of Berlin, be-
. lieved that Rontgen was
~ telling fairy tales, or they
shook their heads saying
that so far Rontgen had
actually been a fairly rea-
sonable man. His first sup-
port came from Berlin
where his photographs
were presented on the
occasion of the 50-year
celebration of the Physi-
cal Society. The quick
spreading of the sensatio-
nal news, however, can
be attributed to his fellow
| student and full professor
~ for physics at the universi-
ty of Vienna, Franz Exner.
In the frame of a discus-
sion on the night of 4th
January, he told his colleagues about Rontgen's
discovery. Rontgen and Exner were both assis-
tants under Réntgen's mentor August Kundt in
Zurich. The very same night, Ernst Lechner, pro-
fessor for physics at the university of Prague,
wrote the first article on the sensational disco-
very together with his father, an editor of the
Vienna "Die Presse”, and the article was publis-
hed right away the next day. Without actually
printing pictures, both authors excellently knew
how to give a concise summary of the most
spectacular aspects, particularly the impressive
and somewhat eerie images of living bones
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